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The Purpose of this Guide 

The purpose of this guide is to assist Local 598 members in 
making informed and educated choices when it comes to a Pro 

-Labor Vote, based on the endorsements of these labor 
organizations 

in the 2016 General Election. 

      = These Candidates have filled out 
questionnaires, interviewed and have been 
endorsed by the Local 598 Political Action 
Committee & Local Union 598

               =  These Candidates have been 
endorsed by the United Association of 
Plumbers and Steamfitters

                =  These candidates have been 
endorsed by the Washington State Labor 
Council

  



President  
of the United States

Hillary R. Clinton 
Democrat

“Hillary Clinton brings a unique blend of 
experience to the office of President of the 
United States,” said Plumbers and Pipefitters 
Union General President William P. Hite in 
announcing the endorsement. “She is a skilled 
diplomat and a tough negotiator, yet she also 
has great compassion for working families. She 
is committed to rebuilding our country’s aging 
infrastructure, especially our water and waste 
water systems, and all facets of the energy 
sector, including pipelines, nuclear and natural 
gas. These are top priorities for the United 
Association of Plumbers and Pipefitters and 
for the whole country. I’m confident Secretary 
Clinton will provide the leadership to get the 
job done. She will help America become 
stronger, more competitive and create quality 
jobs in the process.”
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United States Senator

Patty Murray 
Democrat

Since Patty Murray was first elected in 1992, the 
"Mom in Tennis Shoes" has been an incredible 
champion for women, working people, veterans, 
and an economy that works for everyone. The 
fourth-ranking Democrat in the Senate, she has 
earned the respect of Democrats and 
Republicans alike by forging agreements on the 
budget, education, women's health, and other 
critical issues, all while continuing to fight for 
working people across our state. 

Her opponent is former Washington State 
Republican Party Chair Chris Vance. Vance, a 
partisan operative who championed George W. 
Bush for president, has led a lackluster campaign 
and does not bring new ideas to the table. 
Murray's leadership, experience, and progressive 
values make her the clear choice in this race.
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United States House of 
Representatives 4th CD

Dan Newhouse 
Republican

Dan Newhouse is the right choice for 
organized labor in this race.  
Newhouse continues to show an open, 
common sense approach when faced 
with the issues.  He believes right to 
work is wrong, and values the 
investments trade unions puts into the 
community and its young people.  He 
deserves your vote over his extreme 
tea-party opponent Clint Didier.
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Washington State Governor

Jay Inslee 
Democrat

Governor Jay Inslee has been a strong, principled 
leader on the important challenges facing 
Washington, including tackling transportation 
problems, increasing the minimum wage, and fighting 
global warming. He has also worked to fund schools 
by closing unjust tax loopholes and fought to close 
the gender pay gap. Before he was elected Governor 
in 2012, Inslee represented both sides of the Cascades 
in Congress and worked to increase accountability 
and oversight for Wall Street banks. 

In contrast, Republican Bill Bryant opposes the 
Washington Voting Rights Act, is opposed to many 
public transportation projects, and is an obstacle to 
closing unjust tax loopholes. While Inslee has his 
work cut out for him in his second term, we believe 
his strong moral compass and vision for improving 
our state make him the best choice in this race.
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Washington State Lt. 
Governor

Cyrus Habib 
Democrat 
Sen. Cyrus Habib has been an 
effective champion for public 
education, transit solutions, and 
organized labor. Habib authored a 
successful jobs bill to connect 
entrepreneurs with additional 
funding options, and has been 
named one of 12 legislators to 
watch in the country by Governing 
Magazine. He is an impressive 
legislator who will represent the 
values of organized labor and we 
believe he deserves your vote.
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Oregon Secretary of State

Brad Avakian 
Democrat 
As a civil rights attorney, legislator and labor commissioner, 
Brad Avakian has fought to put progressive values into 
action and create economic opportunity for all Oregonians.
Today as labor commissioner, Brad is leading the charge to 
return 21st century shop classes to middle schools and high 
schools -- with more than 200 now providing access to 
more than 100,000 students so far. He's fought wage theft 
and civil rights abuses in the workplace, directing more 
than $22 million into the pockets of workers treated 
unfairly. And he's advanced policies for better transparency 
in the workplace so all Oregonians can earn equal pay for 
equal work.
As a legislator, Brad was named "Consensus Builder of the 
Year" for his work sponsoring the Oregon Renewable 
Energy Act of 2007 to create more clean energy jobs. A 
long-time supporter of equality for all Oregonians, Brad 
co-sponsored the Oregon Equality Act which he now 
enforces as Labor Commissioner. The Oregon AFL-CIO 
named Brad a "Working Families Champion" and gave him 
a Gold Medal for his work building a stronger, more 
equitable economy for the state.
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Washington State Secretary of 
State 

Tina Podlodowski 
Democrat

Tina Podlodowski is running for Secretary of 
State to increase voter participation and turnout 
as the state’s chief elections officer. She is a 
former Microsoft executive who also served on 
the Seattle City Council and has strong track 
record of non-profit leadership. 

Podlodowski is challenging incumbent 
Republican Kim Wyman for failing to improve 
declining voter participation. Wyman has 
opposed the Washington Voting Rights Act and 
has refused to support common-sense measures 
to increase voter participation such as Election 
Day voter registration and pre-registration for 
16- and 17-year-olds. Timothy Turner, a 
Libertarian who is not a credible candidate, is 
also in this race. Podlodowski deserves your 
vote.
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Washington State Attorney 
General 

Bob Ferguson 
Democrat

Attorney General Bob Ferguson's 
accomplishments in four years are 
impressive. From delivering millions of 
dollars back to consumers who were 
wronged by fraudulent corporations and 
his ongoing battle with the federal 
government to clean up the Hanford 
nuclear waste site to successfully fighting 
two Tim Eyman initiatives, Ferguson has 
been a strong and effective advocate for 
people in Washington. Ferguson faces 
Libertarian Josh Trumbull, who is not 
running a competitive campaign. 
Ferguson deserves your vote.
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Washington State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

Chris Reykdal 
Democrat

Rep. Chris Reykdal is a progressive 
legislator from Thurston County who 
has been an outspoken advocate for 
education funding and income inequality 
issues. As a former teacher and former 
school board member, Reykdal has seen 
the struggle schools are facing to get 
their job done. He supports reforming 
our state's broken tax system to ensure 
our public schools have the funding they 
need to provide a quality education for 
every student. Reykdal currently has two 
children in Washington's public schools. 
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Washington State Commissioner 
of Public Lands 

Hillary Franz 
Democrat

Hilary Franz is the Executive Director of 
Futurewise and former Bainbridge Island 
Councilmember who brings 20 years of 
experience working at the state and local level 
protecting working families and communities that 
rely on forestry, farmland, and waterways. Franz 
is a former Washington Environmental Council 
and Conservation Northwest board member, she 
sat on the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery 
Council, and was appointed by Governor 
Gregoire to the Washington State Climate Action 
Team. She will prioritize restoring forest health, 
preventing wildfires, and creating clean energy 
jobs on our public lands. Franz has the leadership 
skills to develop solutions that respect the needs 
of our communities depending upon timber and 
shellfish sales while also protecting critical 
natural and recreational resources.
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Washington State Auditor

Pat McCarthy 
Democrat

Current Pierce County Executive Pat 
McCarthy has run the operations of 
Pierce County government for eight years, 
managing 3,000 employees and a $900 
million budget. Prior to that, she served as 
the Pierce County Auditor, where she was 
honored as the 2005 Washington State 
Auditor of the Year. McCarthy is running 
to bring back integrity to the Auditor's 
office after a criminal indictment derailed 
Troy Kelley's term, and promises to 
improve efficiency and transparency in 
our state government. 
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Washington State16th LD 
House Pos. #1

Rebecca Francik 
Democrat

Pasco Mayor Pro-Tem Rebecca Francik is 
running for this open seat vacated by Rep. 
Maureen Walsh. Francik's experience in 
education, agriculture, and her leadership for 
more than 19 years as a city councilmember 
make her uniquely qualified to serve in the 
legislature. She also brings great experience in 
state and local infrastructure, as she was 
appointed by Governors Gregoire and Locke 
to the Public Works Trust Fund and the 
Freight Mobility Strategic Investment board. 

Francik has been a strong voice for working 
families, and we believe she deserves your 
vote!
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Washington State 16th LD House 
Pos #2 

Gary Downing 
Democrat

Progressive Gary Downing faces an 
uphill battle against incumbent Rep. 
Terry Nealy. Downing supports 
closing tax loopholes, fully funding 
our schools, and ensuring that people 
who work full time make enough to 
feed their families. Nealey has 
consistently been an obstacle to 
raising the minimum wage and 
ensuring equal pay for women, as well 
as other progressive priorities.
Downing deserves your vote
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Washington State16th LD 
Senate

Maureen Walsh 
Republican

Rep. Maureen Walsh is a relatively 
moderate Republican running for this 
seat vacated by Sen. Mike Hewitt. 
While she has a conservative voting 
record on closing tax loopholes to fund 
education and many progressive 
priorities, we give her credit for 
understanding and supporting Labor in 
Washington State. Walsh is unopposed 
in this race.
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Washington State 8th LD House 
Pos. #1 

Rick Jansons 
Republican

A State Representative has to lead, plan and deliver.
Working as a State Representative requires hard work, and skills 
in hands-on leadership, planning, and delivery of services.  A 
State Representative is responsible to you, the voter, for providing 
management of policies, budgets, and issues to ensure you receive 
the best service possible.
Lead
Rick has a record of service.  He has served for years in leadership 
positions on the Richland School Board, the Richland Public 
Facilities District, Leadership Tri-Cities, the Hanford Advisory 
Board, his local church, and other civic and state organizations.
Plan
Rick has years of hands-on management experience.  He has 
owned and operated a successful local business for 14 years, and 
knows how to make hard choices, craft a budget, and deliver 
services.  He also supervised and managed large government 
organizations such as the Plutonium Finishing Plant Radiological 
Safety Division.
Deliver
Rick has worked hard to deliver products and services his 
customers, employers and constituents expect and deserve.  He 
has had to live by the budgets he helps craft, and has a record of 
trimming budgets while improving service.  For example, the 
Richland School District has experienced over $9 million in 
operating budget reductions over the past 4 years, and Rick has 
worked with District leadership to maintain the excellent service to 
students our community expects even in the face of these drastic 
revenue cuts.
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Washington State 8th LD 
House Pos. #2

Larry Haler 
Republican


Larry Haler is the best choice 
for working families in this 
election.  He opposes “Right 
to Work” laws and supports 
Apprenticeships and the right 
of workers to organize.  
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Washington State 9th LD 
House Pos. #1

Jennifer Goulet 
Democrat

Jennifer Goulet is a local progressive leader 
with a long history of community involvement 
on racial equity, women’s rights, and the 
environment. She is running as a Bernie 
Sanders progressive, advocating for a $15 
minimum wage, universal health care, and 
reining in the influence of corporations on our 
election system. 

Goulet faces incumbent Republican Mary 
Dye. If you want a candidate who supports 
equality for all and the values of Organized 
Labor, Goulet is the best choice in this race.
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Walla Walla County Commissioner 
Pos #2 

Randal Son 
Democrat

“From the tops of the Blues, to neighborhoods and churches, 
schools and farms, along creeks and rivers to the Snake and 
Columbia, we are truly blessed to live in this beautiful and 
abundant land. For many of us growing up in the southwest, the 
east coast, or midwest, coming to Walla Walla was life-changing.
I have lived here over 45 years. I've worked in fields and canneries, 
and with family farmers, shaping business plans, and loaning them 
money to work those plans. I have hired and trained people while 
responsibly managing a big budget. I have been a financial 
consultant, helping families reach their goals. As a shop steward, 
I've helped to improve working conditions and negotiate fair 
compensation. I've been a non-profit Executive Director and 
Board member, crafting long-range plans for operational stability 
and client benefit.
If we do not rise effectively to 21st century challenges, even more 
families will suffer from poverty, crime, and illness. The beauty and 
promise of abundance still available today might slip from our 
grasp.
I could retreat to my property and retire. However, I want to serve 
as District 2 Commissioner, because I believe that the Walla Walla 
Valley can become a place where all hard-working families prosper. 
I invite you to support me.” - Statement from Randal Son

598 Believes Randal is the right voice for labor in Walla Walla.
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Washington State Supreme Court 
Justice Pos. #5 

Barbara Madsen 

Chief Justice Barbara Madsen has led our state 
Supreme Court in a fair and impartial manner 
through a series of high profile cases. First elected 
in 1992, Madsen was only the third woman to 
ever serve on our highest court. She has won 
numerous awards for her service, especially for 
her work creating opportunities for young female 
lawyers and judges. Despite Republican efforts to 
politicize our court over rulings about education 
funding and several Tim Eyman initiatives, 
Madsen has maintained a steadfast commitment 
to upholding equal justice under law. 

Madsen is opposed by Greg Zempel, a 
Republican prosecutor from Kittitas County. 
Zempel has said he is running because he 
disagrees with some recent decisions. Madsen 
deserves your vote.
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Washington State Supreme Court 
Justice Pos. #6 

Charles Wiggins 

Elected in 2010, Justice Charlie Wiggins 
brings his sharp eye for judicial ethics and 
more than 30 years of law and justice 
experience to the Supreme Court, where he 
has written more than 100 court opinions. 
Wiggins gained notoriety in the years before 
he was elected for testifying before the state 
Legislature in favor of a bill proposing 
campaign contribution limits in state judicial 
elections, which was later signed into law. 

Justice Wiggins faces Dave Larson, who 
does not share the same broad support from 
our partners. Due to his commitment to 
judicial ethics, Justice Charlie Wiggins 
deserves your vote for Supreme Court 
Justice Position 6.
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Washington State Supreme Court 
Justice Pos. #1 

Mary Yu 
Justice Mary Yu served 14 years as a trial court 
judge in King County, where she presided over 
hundreds of criminal, civil, and family law cases 
before Governor Jay Inslee appointed her to 
Washington’s Supreme Court. As the first Asian 
American and the first Latina to serve on the 
Supreme Court, Yu brings a community-based 
approach and respect for every community to 
her service. 

Justice Yu is also highly involved in the 
Washington state law community. She serves as 
a Co-Chair for the Leadership Institute of UW, 
the Washington State Minority and Justice 
Commission, and the Washington State Bar 
Association. Additionally, she received the 
highest possible rating of “Exceptionally Well 
Qualified” from six state bar associations. 
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Washington State General 
Election Initiatives  

YES on Initiative 1433 on minimum leave & 
paid sick leave 

NO on Initiative 732 on carbon taxes 

YES on Initiative 735 to repeal Citizens 
United 

YES on Initiative 1501 to protect vulnerable 
individuals and in-home caregivers 
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